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Focusing on Water Sub-Unit

Unit Skeleton:

What is Ecology?
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Massachusetts Frameworks:

6.1 Explain how biotic and abiotic factors cycles in an ecosystem (water, carbon, oxygen, nitrogen).

6.2 Use a food web to identify and distinguish producers, consumers, and decomposers, and explain the transfer of energy through trophic levels.

Connecticut K-12 Content Standards:

3.) Students will understand that all organisms in the biosphere are linked to each 

other and to their physical environments by the transfer and transformation of matter and energy.

8.) Students will understand the water cycle including water transfers, the distribution and characteristics of water, and its influences on human activity.

Context:

* Students have an understanding of : Biology as the study of life 

Characteristics of life                                                                          Scientific method

* After this unit we intend to continue Ecology with units on ecosystems and communities, populations, and humans in the biosphere.


Big Ideas: 

* An understanding of the levels of organization within a biosphere as well as interactions among its inhabitants. 

* Energy and its flow within different living systems.

* Movement of matter through an ecosystem and its importance.

Other Activities:  

* Terrarium Project

* Hydroponics -  Garden Project

