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LABORATORY ACTIVITY: Visualizing the Size of an Atom

It is impossible for our feeble minds to even begin to comprehend just how small an atom actually is. The following exercise will vividly demonstrate the size of an atom. 

Obtain a piece of paper 28 cm long and 2.5 cm wide. See how many times you can cut the piece of paper in half. Cut the piece of paper in half, keep ½ and place the other ½.in a pile. Repeat this process until the paper can no longer be cut. Carefully glue the pieces of paper in the pile to a piece of black construction paper. 

Calculate how many times would you have to cut your piece of paper in order to get a piece as small as an atom?  ___________________                                                                      ( The average width of an atom is approximately 130 picometers (10-12 meters)
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